Austria Decides on War
I shall do all in my power to maintain the greatness of
the Monarchy/'
He also informed the ambassador that it was the
intention of the Ballplatz to draft the Note to Serbia
in such a way as to make "its acceptance practically
speaking impossible.'* He protested in advance against
any criticism which uninformed persons might make
about Austria's "lack of resolution" and "hesitation":
the important thing in any case was that Berlin should
know that "such is not the case," As he took leave of
Tschirschky he said to him cordially and confidently;
"Together we can now look the future calmly and firmly
in the face." When William II learnt of Tisza's declara-
tions, made in the course of this kind of "visit to
Canossa," he expressed his admiration. "There-," he
declared^ "is indeed a man*" And the German Emperor
might certainly congratulate himself on Tisza's conversion
as a German success,
Final Acquiescence of Francis Joseph
The encouragement and indeed the insistence of Berlin
also won for BerchtokTs policy the complete adherence
of his Sovereign. On July 5th Francis Joseph had told
Conrad that he would agree to war against Serbia if
Germany promised her support(S) He was therefore all
the more deeply impressed by the testimony he received
upon the state of opinion in German governing circles;
it confirmed him in his determination to "put an end to
a state of things" -whose "persistence" seemed to him
"a permanent danger" for his House and kingdom*(9)
He was particularly responsive to the kind of personal
direct promise which William II gave him when, in a
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